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Panacea, RDIF begin Sputnik V production Roche’s antibody cocktail
for Covidrolls out in India

RDIF’s Indian partner will manufacture
100 m doses of Russian vaccine per year

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, May 24

New Delhi-headquartered
pharmaceutical company
Panacea Biotec has
launched the production of
Russian Covid-19 vaccine,
Sputnik V, according to a
statement issued by Rus-
sian Direct Investment
Fund (RDIF) on Monday.
Panacea will manufacture
100 million doses of the
Russian vaccine per year.

First batch
The first batch, produced at
Panacea Biotec’s facilities
at Baddi, will be shipped to
the Gamaleya Center (the
Moscow institute which de-
veloped the vaccine) for
quality control checks.
“Full-scale production of
the vaccine is due to start

this summer,” said the
statement, adding that the
company’s facilities com-
ply with GMP standards
and are pre-qualified by the
WHO, the statement added.

DCGI approval

The Drugs Controller Gen-
eral of India (DCGI), ap-
proved Sputnik V under
emergency use on April 12.
Vaccination against Covid
with the Russian jab began
on May 14 in India.

Kirill Dmitrievy, CEO of
RDIF, said: “...Production of
Sputnik V supports efforts
of India’s authorities to
leave behind the acute
phase of Covid as soon as
possible while the vaccine
will also be exported at a
later stage to help prevent
the spread of the virus in

other countries around the

world.” Sputnik V at Pan-
acea Biotec sites will be
supplied to the interna-
tional partners of RDIF. The
company has production
facilities at Baddi (Hi-
machal Pradesh), Lalru
(Punjab) and Delhi.

Efficacy at 91.6%

The efficacy of Sputnik V is
91.6 per cent as confirmed
by the data published in
The Lancet, one of the
world’s oldest and most re-
spected medical journals,
said the company in a re-

Vaccine tourists ‘urged’ to read
fine print before overseas trips

Most tour packages
include visa support
fees, but not its cost

BLOOMBERG

May 24

Travel agent associations in India
and Thailand - both battling a
surge in infections - have warned
the public against operators ad-
vertising overseas tours to get
vaccinated, saying there can be
hidden costs.

Travelrestrictions

Advertisements for vaccine
tours, mainly to the US, have
popped up on social media in In-
dia, despite restrictions that
make international travel almost
impossible. In Thailand, too,
there are an increasing number
of tour packages offering the
chance to join a vaccination

queue abroad. “It’s not illegal to
go to the US, travelling is abso-
lutely your option,” said Jyoti
Mayal, President of Travel Agents
Association of India. “As an asso-
ciation, our advice is check out
the credibility of the agent, check
out all the documents and then
move forward.”

Mumbai-based Gem Tours &
Travels Pvt took the names of
5,000 people interested in a
three-day stay in New York for a
firstvaccination and another trip
several weeks later for a second
shot, with each journey costing

aboutz150,000($2,000). Agwani
Travels India Pvt advertised a 21-
day trip to New York to get the Pf-
izer-BioNTech vaccine for around
$6,100, but never went ahead be-
cause India started to roll out
shots, said the company’s owner
Pradeep Sharma.

Another operator, Dubai-
based Arabian Nights Tours LLC,
is advertising “a trip to vaccina-
tion and happiness” in Russia.
Starting from $1,780, the tour in-
cludes return air tickets from
Delhi to Moscow, 24 nights ac-
commodation in St Petersburg
and the capital and two doses of
the Sputnik vaccine.

While “visa support” fees are
included, the cost of a visa isn't.
There’s also the chance Russia
may close its borders to arrivals
from India, a factor local media
quoted the tour operator as say-
ingwasn’t “in our hands”.

lease on April 5. Rajesh Jain,
Managing Director, Pan-
acea Biotec, said: “This
marks a significant step as
we initiate production of
Sputnik V. Together with
RDIF, we hope to help
bring a sense of normalcy
back to people across the
country and around the
world.”

Other partners

RDIF has also partnered
other Indian pharmaceut-
ical companies, including
Stelis Biopharma, Gland
Pharma and Virchow Bi-
otech Private Limited, to
manufacture Sputnik V. To
date, Sputnik V has been re-
gistered in 66 countries,
with a total population of
over 3.2 billion people, said
the statement, adding that
the efficacy of Sputnik V is
97.6 per cent based on the
analysis of data on
Coronavirus infection rate

Bal Pharma unveils
Favipiravir in India

OUR BUREAU

Bengaluru, May 24

Bal Pharma Limited has
launched Favipiravir formu-
lation in the Indian market
under the brand name
BALflu.

“Favipiravir is an emerging
anti-viral drug used for pa-
tients with mild-to-moderate
Covid. This formulation is
available in tablet form with
400 mg strength. Favipiravir
inhibits and terminates viral
protein synthesis and in-
duces lethal metagenesis of
influenza virus,” said the
company in a regulatory fil-
ing to the exchanges.

Shailesh Siroya , MD, speak-
ing at the launch of the
product, said that BALflu has
the efficacy to clear the virus
faster by 28.7 per cent and is
marketed at an affordable
price of X85 per tablet to en-
able the needy patients to ac-
cess this drug on time.

among those vaccinated in
Russia with both compon-
ents of Sputnik V between
December 5, 2020, and
March 31, 2021.

“The vaccine is based on
a proven and well-studied
platform of human aden-
oviral vectors, and uses two
different vectors for the
two shots in a course of
vaccination, providing im-
munity with a longer dura-
tion than vaccines using
the same delivery mechan-
ism for both shots,” the
statement said.

“The storage temperat-
ure of Sputnik V at +2+8 C,
which means it can be
stored in a conventional re-
frigerator ~without any
need to invest in additional
cold-chain infrastructure.

“The price of Sputnik V is
less than $10 per shot, mak-
ing it affordable around
the world,” the statement
added.

Price to a patient,
including
tax, is 59,750

PTJYOTHI DATTA

Mumbai, May 24

Doctors treating Covid-19 pa-
tients will now also have the an-
tibody cocktail - Casirivimab
and Imdevimab - for treatment.
The first batch of the injectable
from Swiss drugmaker Roche
hasbeen imported to India from
the US, and the second batch is
expected by mid-June. Cipla will
market the product in India.

Global attention
The antibody cocktail received
much global attention last year
after former US President Trump
was given the drugwhen he had
contracted Covid.

A total of one lakh packs are
slated for India, but each pack
can treat two patients, said the

POLITICIANS HOARDING COVID DRUGS

Delhi HC asks drug controller to begin enquiry

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, May 24

The Delhi High Court, on a
plea seeking registration of
FIRs aganst political leaders
for allegedly hoarding
Covid-19 medicines, has asked
the drug controller to con-
duct an investigation and
submit a status report within
the week. The politicians in-
volved are BJP MP Gautam
Gambhir and two AAP MLAs,
Preeti Tomar and Praveen
Kumar.

“Since the aspects in rela-
tion to violation of Drugs and
Cosmetics Act fall within the
domain of the drug control-
ler, let the documents collec-
ted be placed at the disposal
of the drug controller.

“The drug controller may
conduct  investigation/in-
quiry and file a status report
within a week from today,”
said a Bench comprising

Fubl,,
Fablygy,
Fabiy),;

S/

Justices Vipin Sanghi and Jas-
meet Singh.

For cricketer-turned-politi-
cian Gautam Gambbhir, the
judges observed that while
there may be good intent be-
hind distributing medicines
during the pandemic, the ges-
ture inadvertently consti-
tutes a “disservice”.

“Gautam Gambhir must
have done it with best of in-
tentions. We are not doubting
his intentions. He has been a
national player of our coun-
try. Our question is whether it

No shortage of non-invasive ventilators during second wave: Expert

TV JAYAN

New Delhi, May 24

The number of non-invasive
ventilators (NIV) in the coun-
try went up more than five
times in the last one year, and
this could be the reason why
there were no high-pitched
calls for NIVs unlike oxygen
concentrators during the
second wave.

“At the beginning of the
pandemic last year, all were
talking about ventilators, par-
ticularly NIVs. Nobody was
talking about oxygen at that
point in time because there
was ample oxygen supply. This

Will ZEES strike a chord with Friends?

time most of news was around
oxygen and oxygen concen-
trators. We did not hear much
about NIV because they were
in ample supply,” said Sibasish
Dey, head of Medical Affairs for
Asia and Latin America at
ResMed, a world leader in res-
piratory devices.

Adequate stock

The number of NIVs available
in India went up more than
five-fold since the beginning
of the pandemic last year, he
said. Buthe said NIV makers
are still getting orders from
State governments and hospit-

als, and that they have ad-
equate stocks.

During the second wave,
some States even issued ad-
visories to hospitals, asking
them to use NIVs instead of
high-flow nasal cannulas
(HENC) for providing oxygen.
“What an HENC does is to push
in great amount of oxygen in-
side the lungs. It works very
well in an ICU scenario. But
when you are in a situation
like this where there is a
dearth of oxygen, people tend
to go for NIV so that you can
cut on the usage of oxygen,”
Dey told BusinessLine. With

HFNC you need around 60
litres of oxygen per minute at
higher flows, with NIV you can
do that with 15 litres of oxygen,
he said.

“If you remember, last year
there were reports saying that
Italy used so much of oxygen
per hour. That was mainly be-
cause everyone was using
HENC. This was because it was
the initial period and people
were sceptical whether to go
for HENCs or NIVs. Slowly
people started moving to-
wards NIVs,” said Dey.

With ventilation, he said, it
has always been a step-ladder

approach. The patient comes
in with a moderate disease, he
is put on oxygenation, and is
watched to see how he is re-
sponding. If the patient is re-
sponding well and is going
back to mild disease, then it is
fine. But if the saturation is
dropping below 90 per cent,
then we have to start thinking
of NIV and other things. If the
situation worsens further, the
patient can be put on invasive
ventilation, Dey observed.

He said as there is no intuba-
tion with NIV, the chances of a
patient picking up hospital-ac-
quired infection is on the

lower side. With NIV, we need
only a well-fitting mask, not in-
tubation. Dey said currently
even small hospitals in C-class
cities in the country have ad-
equate number of NIVs.

No price hike
According to him, major play-
ers inthe Indian NIV market
are ResMed and Philips, even
though there are many others.
He said to the best of his know-
ledge, no firm has increased
the price of NIVs since last year.
A basic NIV, with both hard-
ware and software, costs
70,000 and upwards.

company. The price to a patient
is 59,750, inclusive of taxes,
said the company, with the two-
dose pack costing X119,500.

With drugmakers facing in-
tense pressure on supplies,
given the global demand on a
limited supply of products,
Roche Pharma (India) Man-
aging Director and Chief Execut-
ive Officer, V Simpson Em-
manuel, said the idea was to get
the product in for treatment as
soon as possible, as it would be
difficult to match the entire de-
mand, given the scale of the pan-
demic and size of the
population.

Price will always be a factor,
but the product was deferen-
tially priced for India, he told
Business Line,adding that it was
substantially less thatits price in
the US or European Union. Dis-
cussions are on to reduce the tax
component on the price, the be-
nefit of which could be passed

is responsible behaviour
when the medicine is in short
supply...We are not doubting
his intentions, but the way he
has gone about it, he has actu-
ally done a disservice, unin-
tentionally may be. This was
not the way that you buy from
the market so many strips,
certainly not,”said the Bench.

Status report

The PIL leading to court pro-
ceedings questioned how
politicians are able to procure
in huge quantity and distrib-
ute medicines even as pa-
tients run from pillar to post
to get them. The Bench per-
used the status report of
Delhi Police, which said that
Gambhir had purchased
2,628 strips of Fabiflu, used
for treating Covid-19 patients,
on the prescription of Dr
Manish of Sanjay Garg Hos-
pital, and while 2,343 strips

on to the consumer, he said.
Bruno Jolain, Medical Director,
Roche Pharma (India), ex-
plained that a singe dose was to
be given to a high-risk patient
with mild to moderate Covid-19,
to prevent them from getting
worse and hospitalised. It
should be given in an out-pa-
tient set-up, he stressed, where
the patient can be given the
drug and can go home after be-
ing observed by the doctor, just
as the case is with a vaccine.

High-risk patients

It has been shown to help high-
risk patients before their condi-
tion worsens, reducing the risk
of hospitalisation and fatality by
70 per cent and shortening the
duration of symptoms by four
days, the company said. The risk
factors include age (above 65
years), chronic liver or kidney
diseases, diabetes and obesity,
he said, outlining a few.

were distributed to patients,
the remaining 285 strips were
deposited with Delhi Govern-
ment’s Director General of
Health Services for distribu-
tion, in view of the court’s
earlier order.

“The aspect which needs to
be examined is how such a
large quantity of Fabiflu was
authorised to be purchased in
retail as the medicine was in
grave short supply at the rel-
evant time.

“We can take judicial notice
of this fact as we have been
hearing this matter for a con-
siderable time now. It also
needs examination as to how
these medicines were distrib-
uted to several patients or at-
tendants by Dr Manish of San-
jay Garg hospital,” said the
Bench, noting that the pay-
ment for the medicines was
made through Gambhir’s
foundation.

CoWIN: Govt enables on-site
registration for 18-44 age group

OURBUREAU
New Delhi, May 24
In a bid to minimise vaccine
wastage and provide vaccination
to those with limited access to
mobile phones and internet, the
government, on Monday, said it
enabled the feature for on-site re-
gistration and appointment for
18-44 years age group on the
CoWIN platform for government
Covid Vaccination Centres (CVCs).
However, this feature will not
be available for Private CVCs, and
theywill have to publish theirvac-
cination schedules exclusively

with slots for online appoint-
ments, it clarified.

“This feature will be used only
upon decision of the respective
State/UT Government to do so.
State/UT must decide on opening
of on-site registrations|facilitated
cohorts’ registration and ap-
pointments for 18-44 years age
group, based on the local context
just as an additional measure to
minimise vaccine wastage and
for facilitating vaccination of eli-
gible beneficiaries in the age
group 18-44 years,” the release
added.

CHITRA NARAYANAN |
MEENAKSHI VERMA AMBWANI

New Delhi, May 24

When news broke out about
ZEE5 getting the rights to
Friends: The Reunion, the much-
hyped special of Friends, televi-
sion’s most-popular sitcom that
ran 10 years between 1994 and
2004, an excited Divya Menon, a
Mumbai-based software engin-
eer, instantly bought the sub-
scription to the OTT platform.
The special episode premiers on
May 27.

On the other hand, Ooty-
based Anamika is wary. “The
trailer has made me wonder if [
really want to watch it and erase
all the feel-good nostalgia asso-
ciated with the show,” she says.

Celebrity appearance

It’s the first time since the 2004
finale that the six stars in the sit-
com - Jennifer Aniston,
Courteney Cox, Lisa Kudrow,
Matthew Perry, David Schwim-
mer and Matt LeBlanc - will
share screen time together. In
addition, it has celebrities such
as David Beckham and Justin
Bieber, making an appearance.

Indian fans of Friends had
been wondering where towatch
it as HBO Max, where it is glob-
ally premiering, is not available
here. On Sunday, the suspense
ended as ZEE5 made the
announcement.

Will it boost ZEE5’s OTT rank-
ings and drive more subscrip-
tions? ZEE5 has recently got an-
other hyped offering - Salman
Khan starrer Radhe: Your most
wanted Bhai - on its platform,

CcM
K

ZEE5 has got the rights to
Friends: The Reunion, the
comeback of sitcom Friends

and clearly hopes so. An elated
Manish Kalra, Chief Business Of-
ficer, ZEE5 India, said: “We have
grown a staggering 200 per cent
in the past year-and-a-half, and
we continue to drive the mo-
mentum in 2021 by bringing
two impact content tentpoles,
Radhe: Your Most Wanted Bhai
and Friends: The Reunion, exclus-
ively for the Indian market.”
Karan Taurani, Vice-President,
Elara Capital, said: “Tentpole me-
dia properties definitely help
OTT players to add more sub-
scribers as well as strengthen
consumer retention. Friends is,
of course, a franchise with a very
strong brand recall and has
been enjoying multiple views.”

Regional content

According to Taurani, the OTT
platform has been primarily fo-
cussing on Hindi and regional
content and, hence, this move
will enable it to tap into the Eng-
lish-content viewing consumer
base. There are naysayers

though. Gopinath Menon, vet-
eran media strategist, says : “For
any show to succeed and pull
subscriptions, content has to
have high receptivity that will
build loyalty. This seems un-
likelyin the Reunion show.Italso
depends on how hard they pro-
mote it,” he says.

“Radhe and Friends are com-
pletely opposite ends of the
spectrum. So, not too sure what
is the ZEE5 strategy here,” says
brand consultant Sanjay Sarma.
“In my opinion, they would do
well to stick to massy rather
than classy content. That's their
core competence and that’s
what their audience expects.
They may see a bit of a spike in
subscriptions, but they have to
reallywork hard to sustain it.It’s
along-haul game.

Kalra of ZEE5 says that it has
aggressive plans. “Going for-
ward, we plan to release 50+ the-
atricals and 40+ web series that
will add to our extensive library
of content offering a wider array
of catalog to entertainment
seekers, getting them hooked
on to ZEE5.”

The Friends Reunion episode
comes at a time when nostalgic
entertainment offerings have
done very well across cable TV
and OTT. It has been among the
top-10 most-watched series on
Netflix for some time now and
on Viacom’s Comedy Central
continues to do well.

Significantly, Comedy Central
has upped the push socially on
Friends - could the Reunion epis-
ode drive more traffic back to
the old shows?

Bharat Sugar

pams' DALMIA BHARAT SUGAR AND INDUSTRIES LIMITED

Regd. Office : Dalmiapuram - 621 651, Distt. Tiruchirapalli (Tamil Nadu)
Phone : 011 23465100, Fax (011) 23313303

Email : invhelp@dalmiasugar.com . Website : www.dalmiasugar.com . CIN : L26942TN1951PLC000640

Extract of Audited Consolidated Financial Results for the quarter and year ended 31-03-2021

(€ in Lakhs)
For the quarter ended For the year ended
SNo. | Particulars 31-03-2021 31-12-2020 31-03-2020 31-03-2021 31-03-2020
Audited Unaudited Audited Audited Audited
1 Total Income from Operations 50,103 61,956 56,685 2,73,969 2,16,726
2 Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period (before Tax, 7,747 4,397 7,180 36,794 24,747
Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items.)
3 Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period before Tax 7,747 4,397 7,180 36,794 24,747
(After Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items.)
4 Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after Tax (After 5,186 3,710 6,195 27,034 19,319
Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items.)
5 Total Comprehensive Income for the period 20,752 13,228 (4,585) 62,394 2,218
[comprising profit/(Loss) for the period (after tax)
and other comprehensive income (after tax)]
6 Equity Share Capital 1,619 1,619 1,619 1,619 1,619
7 Earning per Share (of ¥ 2 each)
a) Basic 6.41 4.58 7.65 33.40 23.87
b) Diluted 6.41 4.58 7.65 33.40 23.87
Standalone Financial Results
1 Total Income from Operations 50,049 61,956 56,659 2,73,915 2,17,168
2 Net Profit (Loss) for the period before Tax 7,696 4,397 7,154 36,744 25,195
3 Net Profit (Loss) for the period after Tax 5,100 3,710 6,203 26,950 19,801
Notes :-

1 The above financial results are approved by the Board of Directors at their respective meeting held on May 24, 2021 after being reviewed and recommended by the

audit committee. The statutory auditors have carried out an audit of these financial results.

2 The above is the extract of the detailed format of quarterly/annual financial results filed with the stock exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations
and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the financial results are available on the Stock Exchange websites, www.nseindia.com and

www.bseindia.com and on the Company website www.dalmiasugar.com.

Place: New Delhi

Date: May 24, 2021

For Dalmia Bharat Sugar and Industries Limited AR

B B Mehta
Whole Time Director
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No. 32(3)/2021-22/Wks

CSIR-CLRI has advertised for Appointing a technical agency to partner
CSIR-CLRI in the statistical analysis of the collected foot data to derive the
Indian footwear sizing system and also establish equivalence of the novel
Indian footwear sizing system with other international sizing systems
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pamis DALMIA BHARAT SUGAR AND INDUSTRIES LIMITED
Bharat Sugar
Regd. Office : Dalmiapuram - 621 651, Distt. Tiruchirapalli (Tamil Nadu)
Phone : 011 23465100, Fax (011) 23313303
Email : invhelp@dalmiasugar.com . Website : www.dalmiasugar.com . CIN : L26942TN1951PLC000640
Extract of Audited Consolidated Financial Results for the quarter and year ended 31-03-2021
(% in Lakhs)
For the quarter ended For the year ended
SNo. | Particulars 31-03-2021 31-12-2020 31-03-2020 31-03-2021 31-03-2020
Audited Unaudited Audited Audited Audited

1 Total Income from Operations 50,103 61,956 56,685 2,73,969 2,16,726
2 Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period (before Tax, 7,747 4,397 7,180 36,794 24,747

Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items.)
3 Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period before Tax 7,747 4,397 7,180 36,794 24,747

(After Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items.)
4 Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after Tax (After 5,186 3,710 6,195 27,034 19,319

Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items.)
(5) Total Comprehensive Income for the period 20,752 13,228 (4,585) 62,394 2,218

[comprising profit/(Loss) for the period (after tax)

and other comprehensive income (after tax)]
6 Equity Share Capital 1,619 1,619 1,619 1,619 1,619
7 Earning per Share (of X 2 each)
a) Basic 6.41 4.58 7.65 33.40 23.87
b) Diluted 6.41 4.58 7.65 33.40 23.87
Standalone Financial Results
1 Total Income from Operations 50,049 61,956 56,659 2,73,915 2,17,168
2 Net Profit (Loss) for the period before Tax 7,696 4,397 7,154 36,744 25,195
3 Net Profit (Loss) for the period after Tax 5,100 3,710 6,203 26,950 19,801

Notes :-

1 The above financial results are approved by the Board of Directors at their respective meeting held on May 24, 2021 after being reviewed and recommended by the
audit committee. The statutory auditors have carried out an audit of these financial results.

2 The above is the extract of the detailed format of quarterly/annual financial results filed with the stock exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations
and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the financial results are available on the Stock Exchange websites, www.nseindia.com and
www.bseindia.com and on the Company website www.dalmiasugar.com.

For Dalmia Bharat Sugar and Industries Limited /\K

Place: New Delhi B B Mehta A [
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